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GARDENS AND GARDENING

art of gardening is the product of a highly developed
civilization. It flourishes most in the sunshine of peace, and in
stormy times soon perishes. The oldest known representation of a
garden, with decorative hedges and lakes, is seen in an Egyptian relief
from Tel-el-Amarna and dates from 1500 B.C. The so-called " hanging
gardens " of Babylon, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world,
were terraces of masonry on which grew gorgeous flowers, shrubs and
trees. They are believed to have been built about 660 B.C.
Homer describes the splendid gardens of Corfu. Where once grew
the " golden apples of the Hesperides " (probably oranges) are now the
gardens of the Sultan of Morocco. Near Jericho are still to be seen the
relics of Herod's palm garden, where the Egyptian queen, Cleopatra,
was received. Herodotus, the Greek historian, mentions the gardens of
King Midas in Asia Minor, and the Nibelungenlied> the German epic
of the i3th century, the rose garden of Krimhilde.
"DIGESTION   WALKS"   AND   HERB   GARDENS
The art of gardening is said to have been introduced into Athens by
the pleasure-loving philosopher Epicurus (342-270 B.C.) who used to
instruct his pupils in the arbour of his little garden.
The Romans were famous for their garden architecture, which was
under the protection of Venus, the goddess of love. Their gardens were
adorned with topiary hedges, dwarf trees, fountains, and the so-called
"digestion walks." Julius Csesar bequeathed public gardens to the
people, and Pliny refers to the window gardens kept by the poorer
citizens.
In the Middle Ages, the growing rigidity of Chinese art was shown
in their over-elaborate landscape gardening; they principally concerned
themselves with plants that were becoming extinct. The Arabs, with
their systems of artificial irrigation, perfected the ancient Oriental art
of gardening, and brought it to the highest pitch in their fairylike
gardens, from Agra in India to Granada in Spain.
In Europe this branch of culture was entirely neglected. In the
former Roman provinces, instead of villas and pleasure gardens, there
arose dark and gloomy castles, where a scanty space was reserved for
a purely utilitarian kitchen garden. On the other hand, the monks,
who rescued so many of the cultural elements of antiquity, busied
themselves with horticulture, but only in the interests of medicine.
Their herb gardens afterwards developed into botanic gardens, where
plants were scientifically studied.
BAKLIBST  FORMAL  GARDEN   IN  EUROPE
The Renaissance of antique civilization and the revival of learning
gradually changed Europe into a flowery garden. The earliest formal
garden is considered to be the Prati di Castello around the palace of the